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The Butterfly Gardens, Victoria

recommended by Aminah Khan

From the world's largest moth to a parakeet that says "Gimme kisses"

a trip to the Butterfly Gardens is as amazing as it is entertaining.

Stunning patterns, bright colours, floral fragrances and a medley of

different bird calls woven into a hot humid tapestry reminiscent of a

rainforest is what makes the Butterfly Gardens Vancouver's very own

indoor tropical paradise.

 

The gardens are spread over 12,000 square feet and have 3,000 butterflies

from 75 species fluttering round the globe fluttering about. It's a great way to

see the progression of the life cycle of butterflies and moths. You'll get to see

the best of the orchid world with close to 200 different orchids to admire

including Vanilla. They even have some carnivorous plants to look at.

 

Just 5 minutes from the Butchart Gardens, the Butterfly Gardens are the

only such attraction in this part of the world and draws both tourists and

locals and is of great interest to the education community.

 

Upon your arrival you're likely to be welcomed by Spike, their Peruvian ibis,

who has a fascination for shoes and feet. So if you feel something poking

around your shoe laces, don't be alarmed because it's only Spike checking

you out. "She was dubbed the shoe bird and she's very very comical," says

Kacey Nicholson the General Manager at the Butterfly Gardens.

 

You'll see some stunning butterflies and if you really want to see them up

close you might want to go brightly dressed because that'll certainly catch

their eye and voilà! You'll have one sitting on you. The butterflies and moths

are flown in mainly from the Philippines and Costa Rica.

 

One truly fascinating specimen you'll find here is the Atlas moth which is the

world's largest moth. It has a wing span of 12-13 inches and markings on its

wings that resemble a cobra. The markings help it protect itself from predators

which is vital because it only has 3-5 days to mate and reproduce after

emerging from its cocoon where is spends 3-5 years.

 

There are waterfalls streaming into the fish pond full of ornate looking carp and

as you gaze down at the fish you'll suddenly hear a flutter and a loud shrill

voice call out to you from the trees. "Hello! How you doing? Come over here!"

That's Leo, the Orange winged Amazon parrot whose favourite snack is

peanut butter.

 

Mango and Houdini, the graceful Caribbean flamingos are as much a part of

the landscape as their chatty friend Leo. If you hear a loud honk and think it's

a goose then it's definitely one of the coral pink feathered beauties. "They're
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quite entertaining, they do a lot of bathing and challenging each other and

playing with each other," says Kacey.

 

The latest addition and perhaps one of the most amusing additions to the bird

community are 3 Indian ring necked parakeets PW, his brother Saffy and

pretty blue Bella who they are both trying to win over. They'll be flying about

the garden with PW calling out from the trees, "Pee-ka-boo!! Come over here!

Gimme kisses." You can actually have a conversation with him because he

will talk to you.

Kacey, the General Manager laughs as she recounts a funny story about him.

"The first day they were here our gardener walked up to them to give them

some food and one bird looked at him and said "What're you doin?" so the

gardener said "I'm bringing you some fruit". Then he looked at him and said

"what is it?" so the gardener looked around and said to himself "Hmm, this is

kinda strange" and then he looked at him and said "well its apple" and bird

says "wow"."

 

Tucked away in the foods of the world section you'll find a selection of tropical

fruits and strong sweet aromas that can momentarily make you forget you're

in Canada.

 

There's a lot see here at the Butterfly Gardens and to make sure you don't

miss anything there are guided tours three times a day for visitors. If you want

to take something back to relive the experience then the gift shop is worth a

stop on the way out. From preserved specimens to books on butterflies

there's plenty of butterfly and bug themed things to choose from.

 

 

Contact tel: +1 250 652 3822, fax: +1 250 652 4683, e-mail:

info@ButterflyGardens.com

Cost child ticket: £5 - £10 pp, per person (no concessions): £10 - £20 pp,

senior citizen ticket: £10 - £20 pp
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