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For those who thought the Bahamas was the ultimate dive destination, Hawaii

the place for surf holidays and Thailand the spa capital of the world, the

Maldives offers a welcome surprise package of all of that and more against a

backdrop of dreamy white beaches and turquoise blue lagoons.

 

The Republic of Maldives or 'Dhivehi Raaje' as its 'Dhivehins' call it is a

panoramic paradise split up into a palm fringed airport island that looks

almost like something from a Lego catalogue, the capital Male, which houses

the Presidential Palace, and over a thousand other jewels inset in the

sapphire blue depths of the Indian Ocean.

 

Every resort in the Maldives is an island destination of its own offering a

unique tropical experience where nature and luxury combine against a

backdrop of adventure and fine dining, just a short speedboat or sea plane ride

from Hulhule International Airport. Of the 1190 islands that make up this

820km long and 120km wide island nation 200 are inhabited and 87 have been

fashioned for holidaymakers, honeymooners and to-be-weds. The remaining

islands are still  uninhabited and sometimes used for drying fish, but there are

many scattered around the resorts that make for a nice private picnic spot.

 

All resorts have a certified dive school and a range of water sports to choose

from. From scuba diving to snorkelling, whale watching to game fishing and

plenty of other sporty activities like sailing, water skiing, surfing and more

there's always an adventure to look forward to in the Maldives.

 

After an action packed day a trip to the spa is a great way to indulge as the

day fades to dusk . With an exotic selection of facials, massages and wraps

that will rejuvenate your senses you'll be ready to dance the night away at the

island's night club or even take a long after dinner stroll on the beach. 

 

Even culturally the Maldives is quite interesting with music and dance forms

that are quite entertaining. The drums of the Bodu Beru with its rythmic beats

and chants is sure to have you up and swaying.

 

The Maldives is also known for its crafts like weaving, carving, calligraphy and

lacquer work. The artisans here make some really exquisite boxes from

coconut shells inset with lacquer in intricate floral patterns. They're calligraphy

and carving is quite something and you can see it for yourself if you visit the

golden domed Islamic Centre in Male or even any of their mosques or

cemeteries.
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Male is the capital of the Republic where the president lives in his colonial

palace. The roads here are not very wide and a lot of the policeman ride motor

bikes. You'll often see a fancy sports car zip past if you're walking around the

shopping area which seem a little out of place in this city that's looks like

something from Legoland.

 

There are plenty of places to dine at in Male from the mouth watering thai

curries at Thai Wal to the cheese dripping slices of Pizza at the Pizzzeria,

but the real treat is the resort island you're bound for which is what makes a

trip to the Maldives worth more than every penny.

 

A word of advice though to those thinking of taking a few sea shells back as

souvenirs, these exquisite beauties are best left on their beaches because the

customs and security officials at Hulhule pay not be pleased if you try taking

some back home as mementos.
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