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Location

The Maldives is made up of 1190 islands scattered across the Indian Ocean

from the west coast of India down past Sri Lanka and over the equator into the

southern hemisphere.

Area

The Maldives is spread over an area of 90,000km2 stretching over 820

kilometres from north to south and 120kms from east to west

 

Geography

Each of the islands in the Maldives is like a single pearl in bracelet that

strings around a shallow lagoon. There are 26 such bracelets or "atolls" as

they are called, strewn across the Indian Ocean and inset at sea level. Each

of the atolls is surrounded by a coral reef which protects the delicate pearls

from weathering by strong winds and waves.

 

The islands are no higher than 8 feet above sea level and no wider or longer

than 4.5 miles. Most of the islands are uninhabited, only about 200 are home

to the Aryan descendants and what's left of the Giravaaru tribe who make up

the country's small population. 87 more have been transformed in tourist

resorts, each an island of exclusivity in this tropical paradise.

Male, Republic of Maldives

Male is the capital of the Maldivian Republic and the island that houses the

presidential palace, government offices and all the foreign embassies. It has

shops and offices, schools and residential buildings scattered across the

island and 1/3 of the Maldivian population lives here so you will see plenty of

people out and about in spite of the lethargic balmy sea breeze. You'll also

find quite a selection of eateries, small hotels and some sleek swanky sports

cars which seem a bit out of place in this sunny sea side town. Strangely the

island has no beaches, only a seawall that runs right around the outside

except at the pier where the ferry terminal is.

 

Hulhule Island, Republic of Maldives

A short ferry ride from Male is the Hulhule, the island with the International

Airport that's not much more than an airstrip in the middle of the sea. It's a

very small island with the airport and a small but chic hotel which is a nice

place to rest before a long haul flight home.
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Language

Dhivehi is the official language of the Republic of Maldives but most Maldivians

speak English because they follow the British Education system (and they

have a 98% literacy rate, which is one of the highest in the region). On the

resorts other languages like German, Japanese, Italian, French and Russian

are also spoken.

 

Currency

If you're travelling to the Maldives you don't need to worry about changing to

local currency till you get there if you have US dollars with you. Most places

accept both Maldivian Rufiyah and US dollars. You can also pay by American

Express, Visa, Master Card, Diners Club, JCB and Euro Card and most

hotels accept foreign currency as hard cash or traveller's cheques.

 

For tipping your villa host, waiter or buggy driver though it's best to keep US

dollars at hand. If you're planning to visit one of the local islands to check out

their local crafts and markets then you may want to change some local

currency which is Rufiyaah.

 

1 Maldivian Rufiyaah = 100 Laaree, which is the equivalent of pounds to pence

1 dollar = 11.82 Mrf , so 1pound would be about 22 Mrf

Note denominations = 5, 10, 20, 50, 100 and 500.

Coins denominations = MRf.2.00, MRf.1.00, 50 laarees, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1

laaree.

Visa Requirements

A 30 day visa will be stamped on arrival as long as you're travelling on a valid

passport.

Climate

As you would expect from a tropical paradise it's sunny and sultry year round

with temperatures usually averaging about 30 degrees Celsius which is

perfect for sipping pina coladas and strawberry daiquiris on the beach. It's

quite humid naturally since 99% of the republic is water. May and October

can be quite wet because of the south west monsoon making the sea rather

rough but you don't need to worry about cyclones and storms because they

are extremely rare here. Most resorts have access to the leeward side of the

lagoon so you can still go diving even if the sea is a little rough.

 

The climate plays an important part in Maldivian life and they use a system

called 'nakaiy' to plan out their lives because it helps them determine when

the weather is right for travelling, fishing, planting crops or whatever else they

want to do. Each 'nakaiy' is 13-14 days long and it's divided into 2 seasons,

'iruvai' (the northeast monsoon) which is the drier weather with clear skies and

'hulhangu' (south west monsoon) which is wet and rainy.

Make sure you're clothed correctly

It's hot and humid here so cool cottons, swimwear and flip flops is pretty

much all you need. You may want to slip in a few semi formal items of

clothing, if you like dressing for dinner, but unless there's a special occasion

or you're coming here for Christmas or New Year you really don't need your

party dresses and dinner jacket.

 

One thing to remember though is that the Maldives is a country governed by

the Sharia'a law and people can be quite conservative on the inhabited islands

and in the capital so out of respect for local customs it is advisable for women

to be modestly dressed when they arrive and when visiting Male or any of the

inhabited islands. On the resorts it's quite different, you're welcome to lounge

around in a bikini all day, but nude bathing is strictly forbidden. There are no

nude beaches in the Maldives.

Electricity

Voltage = 230-240 Volts -AC

 

Working days

Friday is the holy day for prayer among the Muslims so the weekend here is

Friday and Saturday, with people working Sunday to Thursday. Government

offices open as early as 7.30 am but they wind up by the time the afternoon

heat sets in at 2.30 but shops and commercial offices open only at 9am but

stay open till 5pm. Some shops are open on Saturday mornings.

 

Public Holidays

Independence day : 26th July

Republic day : 11th November
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All other religious holidays vary because they are based on the Islamic

calendar, which is a lunar calendar.
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