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The Maldives is a land full of legends and tales that add hints of mystery and

intrigue to the history of this tropical paradise.

 

It is believed that the daughter of the Sri Lankan King, and the Prince she was

married to, while on one of their journeys stopped in Raa Atoll and were

invited to stay on and rule. So on the approval of the Giraavaru tribe, the

aboriginal tribe of Kaafu atoll this Prince who then became King Koimala

settled down in Male with his wife.

 

According to recent archaeological findings there are distinct similarities

between "Elu", a form of Sinhala spoken in Sri Lanka, and Dhivehi which has

led to the belief that Aryans from India and Sri Lanka came here in 1500 BC.

 

Being scattered along a busy trade route the Maldives saw many visitors and

consequently was influenced by those they traded with like the Arabs, the

Chinese and the Indians. In the days before Rufiyaah they traded with small

white shells found on their beaches called cowries which today have been

found as far away as Norway and West Africa.

 

Maldives was not thought to have always been dominated by Islam and again

it's a legend recorded by a Moroccan traveller named Mohamed Ibn Batuta

who visited the Maldives in the 14th century that tells the story of the

Republic's conversion to Islam.

 

Legend has it that there was a sea demon called 'Rannamaari' who emerged

from the sea each month threatening to destroy everything unless a virgin was

sacrificed so each month lots were drawn and one girl was chosen to spend a

night in a temple by the sea where she would be found raped and dead in the

morning.

 

Now it is believed that an Islamic scholar by the name of Abul Barakaath

Yoosuf Al Barbary was visiting the Maldives when the daughter of the man

who's house he was staying at had been selected for the sacrifice. In an

attempt to save her from this terrible fate, he disguised himself as a girl and

spent the night in the temple reciting verses from the Holy Quran.The next

morning when the people went to see what had become of the girl they were

aghast to see him alive and still reciting the Quran. When the King heard

about it he thought it was the power of the Quran that had defeated the demon

and decided to embrace Islam and ordered all his subjects to do the same.
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