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Location

Vancouver sits on the west coast of Canada with the Coast Mountains along

its northern periphery and the Fraser River in the south. It's under an hour's

drive from the Canada-US border and almost exactly halfway between

Western Europe and Asia Pacific.

Climate

Shielded by the mountains, the warm ocean currents blowing in from the

Pacific keep the temperature fairly mild in Vancouver so you won't find much

snow here except on the ski slopes like Mount Seymour. The winters are wet

but the temperature doesn't usually drop below 5 or 6 degrees Celsius. The

warmest months are July and August when it can go up to 23 degrees

Celsius, so it's always pleasant no matter what time of the year you choose

to visit.

Currency 

Like elsewhere is Canada if you're travelling to Vancouver you would be wise

to have Canadian dollars with you when you arrive. It would be best to carry

most of it as traveller's cheques which can easily be cashed at banks or

foreign exchange brokers as long as you have a valid ID. Although some

hotels and restaurant or even shops may accept your foreign currency you

may not get the best value for your money because they may be applying a

fixed rate which might be different from the official rate for the day.

 

1 Canadian dollar = 100 Canadian cents

Note denominations = $1000, $100, $50, $20, $10, $5 

Coin denominations = $2, $1, $0.50, $0.25, $0.10, $0.05, $0.01

 

Taxes

It's always good to know about taxes that will add a bit extra onto your bill if

you're visiting so you don't get a rude shock when you see it.

You'll be charged 10% on accommodation and liquor, 7% provincial sales tax

(PST) on most goods except things like food and children's clothing and a 5%

federal goods and services tax (GST) which you might have to pay.

Time Zone

Vancouver lies in the Pacific Standard Time zone with the clock moving back

an hour on the second Sunday in March when it shifts to daylight saving time

and then ahead on the first Sunday in November as the days get shorter.

What's nearby
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Language

Although English and French are both official Canadian languages English IS

the more commonly used language in BC. Apart from the official languages

you'll hear lots of other languages being spoken among the people because

Vancouver is quite a cosmopolitan city with different cultural groups settled

here. There's a huge Chinese population that's been around as long as the

city itself so no surprise that so many people in Vancouver speak Chinese. In

fact it's the most widely spoken language here after English. You'll also hear

people conversing in mother tongues like Punjabi, German, Italian, French,

Tagalog (Filipino) and Spanish because of the sizeable populations of these

ethnic groups.

 

Voltage

Outlets and voltage = 110 volts (same as the United States) 

Electrical current = 60 Hz.

If you're travelling from the U.S. you won't need an adapter for your hair dryer

or razor but if you're from another country you will.

Country dialling codes

International access code = 00 (Australia 0011)

Country code = +1

 

City dialling codes

Greater Vancouver = 604/ 778 

North Vancouver and Whistler = 604

Victoria = 250

Visa requirements

Yes, unless you are travelling on a UK or US passport

Tipping

A standard tip in most restaurants is 15% and in hotel too if meals are

included. If you're travelling in a group gratuities for housekeeping, bell

services and food service may be included in the group rate.

 

Public Holidays

You'll usually find theatres, restaurants and shops open on public holidays

while banks and offices remain closed. So just in case you need to change

some traveller's cheques to go shopping you may want to make note of the

holidays coming up for this city

 

Good Friday: 2nd April 

Easter Monday: 5th April

Victoria Day: 24th May

Canada Day: 1st July

Civic Holiday: 2nd August

Labour Day: 6th September

Thanksgiving Day: 11th October

Remembrance Day: 11th November

Christmas Day: 25th December

Boxing Day: 26th December

New Year's day: 1st January
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